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Joel Reynolds, Karyn Kiekow, Danielle A. Lackey and Matthew Skoglund 

Natural Resources Defense Council

3 page cover letter, 74 page technical analysis

Reviewed by Phil North



Major Issues Identified:

General Comments

· EPA deliberately and conservatively underestimates the impacts of mining.

· EPA excludes portions of mine development

· Port development is a significant risk to Cook Inlet beluga whale

· Secondary development is likely to have even greater impacts than mining 

· Impacts of climate change will increase the risks associated with mining

· Potential effects of tailings dam failure are significantly greater than EPA estimates.

· Much of the document re-states EPA’s conclusions and uses them as an argument for regulatory action, which is not within the scope of the assessment. 



Chapter 5: Risk Assessment: No Failure

· EPA did not address

· Subsidence from block caving will change water flow and decrease fishery productivity.

· Fugitive dust will degrade habitat, damaging fisheries



Chapter 6: Risk Assessment: Failure

· Potential effects of dam failure are significantly greater than EPA states. 




